TO ALL AREA CO-ORDINATORS AND SPEAKERS





February 2009
I am well aware that this e-communication is long overdue and that many of you have been waiting for various resources and further details on the bicentenary as well asking for other important bits of information on different aspects of the SBS.  So here goes!
Farewell Maisie . . . Welcome Fiona!
This is my first e-news of 2009 and there are many things to share with you.   We finally said farewell to Maisie at a wonderful ceilidh held a few weeks ago in her honour.  Around 50 staff and volunteers gathered for that occasion and I do know that Maisie was very grateful to all those who came as well as to all those that contributed to her farewell gift from the volunteers.    With Maisie now settling into retirement we now welcome her replacement – Fiona McDonald. 
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Department of National Ministries – a change! 
With Fiona’s appointment come other changes – i.e. her job title and that of the department.    The department is now the Department of National Ministries with Fiona’s title being Director of National Ministries.    Her contact telephone number remains – 0131 347 9814.    My own job title has also changed – now National Ministries Manager and Catherine is now National Ministries Administrator.  Contact telephone numbers are unchanged. 
Bicentenary

I’m attaching a special bicentenary file to this email which should give you all the latest information about what’s going on.   I’m also attaching a few notes for speakers’ on the bicentenary as well.    Please note that the Homecoming leaflet [scripture selection] will be available from the beginning of April.   With verses from Luke 15, the leaflet is aimed at visitors to churches and those on the edges of church life.   The merchandise i.e. mugs, tea towels and drink mats will be available from May.
Brazil

Our big bicentenary overseas project for Brazil remains a strong focus for us and I hope for you too!   Raising an additional £200k in a time of financial restraint is a challenge.  Our prayer is that we will be able to raise this money to help the Brazil Bible Society buy a bus for this special ministry of providing medical, dental and spiritual aid for people in the north east of the country.  Pictures, notes and a couple of powerpoint presentations are being loaded on to the ftp site.








Accessing the FTP site – instructions attached!

Volunteer Conferences

As in recent years we will be holding two conferences for our volunteers – a part day event  on Wednesday 1st April, here in Bible House and our special 24 hour event, this year back at Carberry Tower, near Musselburgh on the 9th and 10th October.   PLEASE KEEP THESE DATES FREE IF YOU CAN.   Please also note that Carberry have asked that we book places early this year.     We shall be sending out information regarding these conferences shortly.
Bible Sunday – 25th October 09

We are planning to maintain our commitment to encourage churches across Scotland to arrange a Bible Sunday service.    For the 3rd year running, the planning and delivery of Bible Sunday and the associated materials will be a joint effort between all the Bible Societies of the UK and Ireland.  Perhaps we should take note of the recent reminder that the primary objective of Bible Sunday is NOT fundraising but to encourage churches and individual Christians to take the Bible seriously and to live by its message.   Having said that we will be encouraging churches to make a donation or uplift an offering for SBS on that occasion.    More details will follow.

World Day of Prayer

.  . . on Friday 6th March features Papua New Guinea.  SBS has, as we do each year, produced a useful handout which will be distributed at all WDP services.   Normally half the total sum raised from WDP offerings comes to SBS.
Conversations
We have been enjoying a lot of fresh interest in the ‘Conversations’ Bible Study programme.   We still offer churches and groups a Taster evening and then, for those interested, a facilitator training course.   A very successful training course was completed recently at Stirling which now means we have 10 brand new facilitators in that area!!    Please continue to mention ‘Conversations’ when you are out and about for SBS.
Desk Calendar – Bible a Month Partnership – success!

We have been greatly encouraged that we have recruited well over 100 totally new BAMP supporters over the last few months – particularly because of our Poverty & Justice Bible offer.   Many thanks to those of you who helped us promote this from various pulpits.   Although we are approaching March, the desk calendars should still be distributed freely since we have a large number on the shelf here at Bible House and it is far better that they are handed out even if people fail to sign up at this stage.   Please make sure you have a good supply with you.
SBS Research

Recently I contacted some of you to assist with some research into Bible use and habits.  A professional research company previously employed to do a similar exercise in England will be organising discussions among small groups of volunteers who might be regarded as having a moderate interest in the Bible.   We will keep you posted about this.
Next Appeal – INDIA

Our next appeal will be sent out in March and will be for the provision of Bibles and Bible resources in India.  In particular the projects are for - distribution of Children’s Bibles’, Scripture support for the persecuted church, reaching seekers through audio-visual means and helping widows and abused women lead a purposeful life through Scripture engagement.   You should be aware that many people in the pews will receive ‘Appeal Letters’.
Word at Work – next issue

The next issue – a bumper bicentenary edition – will be available and distributed from around the middle of March.

Since this is an important issue – please encourage church reps to hand these out at the door rather than leave them in the vestibule or foyer of the church.
Crawford Calder’s retirement

It is with a degree of sadness that I report Crawford Calder’s desire to hang up his area co-ordinator hat!   Crawford has been an inspirational volunteer in the wider Stirling area and has worked tirelessly for SBS in a whole host of different ways.  We are indebted to him for all that he has done for the Bible cause over these 6 years or so and will find it very difficult to replace him.   We are pleased however that he is going to continue to help some of the Stirling supporters organise their annual public collection.
With warm thanks and appreciation for all you do  . . .

Alan Campbell
[23rd February 2009]

Fiona joined the Scottish Bible Society as Director of National Ministries in January 2009. Previously working at St Paul’s and St George’s Church, Fiona had moved on from there to fulfil an ambition to study writing for film and television. Now with SBS, Fiona is still based in Edinburgh despite claiming to be an original west coaster. Having followed an indeterminate career path via the NHS and Abernethy Trust, Fiona is best described as a gospel opportunist. She is deeply concerned about those outside the church who live each day knowing nothing of God. She is passionate about red shoes, the Tour de France and Cadbury’s chocolate buttons, probably in that order.  Should you ever wish to locate her, you’re most likely to find her in any one of a number of excellent Edinburgh coffee houses.











